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The President 
Oroaset & D*mXsp t Iiw. 

£1 X:edi3o«t ^-Te» t 
New ^ortej, XdOXO 

JBe*r ^iJf # 

Thera is a factual error la your ^ew York Times ad for Carries Hobart s* 
ioftk, One of the lagsnds aeya fharXws foberte is Harold ?*elsb*rg* This la 

the error* Charles BoWPts is *v»* mmy things, bat I deeply regjwet he is not 
w TB n Harold Weisberg, hmirl em utterly tumble to get hlv? there* Ferfespa you can 
uses your Influence toward this end* 

For our Immediate purposes I pcessme you will bo content if I do not 
list fiojio of these things hits writing shove Mk to be gfl«E lusty shiest, Sat I 
will be Mppy to oblige* 

Heremtly, having h#&r£ him ni a quote mo on * number of oc ceaio&a, i have 
suggested truth and understanding might he served by a debate tptweoa him and 
me* Most recently, having tararti bo thing from thlf* disciple cf truth and master 
of doeuftKsntation, 1 made this suggestion to Fierro Ssliugsr, who wrote fch* 
foreword,) suggesting tbet ^r* Salinger or &r* Heberts use the influence they 
have and I do not so that T?e might debate before their peers. In the Rational 
Press *Xub, with &r* Hager as wioeereter* sfcculd £fr* Salinger find hie orn 
.^onsldor^hls preoccupation with selling Ms book (not that he is a *se©v®iger% 
please understand) makQB this Impossible, there ere others who perhaps might 
substitute, either in the Uailonel Press *lub la or possibly bfCore 

some suitable forum you might arrange la $es? Tor Ic* 

Ms ho^h X notice that &r* Ftofcertw quotes i&e by raying vhct ^ark 
Leas ssy®, or shot Edw&rti Epstein says* 1 do not* recall a single factual 
error In my writing that he proved* From reeding Me book, 1 get the rather 
clear Impress ien tbot he has cot tutderatercA tulne or, although ^ Intend sic 
uakiadaass* ftasn*t reed it* Although X would be happy to debate him on the 
subject of my book, he easy be handicapped should ho he willing* I therefore 
uu&ftxiat that. If he Agrees to debate s^e, wc restrict our solves to his book* 

^y latent i& to be fair to ^r* Eberts, for if ha researched end wrote his book, 
he should Qualify as the world*® greatest expert on It* And to b® farther foir f 
1 urge thst n> restrict ou 'salves exclusively In wb&t l« in the record ad^th® 
President* e ^osratB&Ion* ” 

Atf Me publisher, who is spending whot for Be Is vs$t auras of money end 
energy on advertising end promoting his hook, x hope 1 sppeslato you in a sensi- 
tive and responsive area* Because Ur* Huberts makes pretenae cf scholarship, my 
{Kttpowsl, I hope will appeal to him onu remove t be noafhMon arising fre^ your 
hlurbing or? tbs rook. Mr* Heberts begins with the assertion that eyewitnesses are 
undependable* and he cites himself $a proof* X quits agree, specifically and 
g*ffter«liy* Kad be read or uEderatcad ray ninth chapter, he night understand this 
is excatlj wist X say an! believe* Bat the center of your cover entices the 
hook-buyer with the rsaoinnesd&tion of Mr* Roberts because he is w An Eyewitness 
Reporter"* 1 think it would he beneficial ;o %. Eberts W*&e to have the oppor- 
tunity to establish thatis Ms is, indeed, a work of his erm deep scholarship, 
especially he Ip re Mu peers. 



As I look upon the cover* however, when I eon remova my eye from tbs 
most prominent word on It, "esaesslBBtion", In very red, blood-red, ^sraisht 
say, capital latters, and after pondering that Mr. Roberts is ti one in hawing 
need this word in Ms title, and A notice the word "scseveaser*", 1 am reminded 
that ha, Sir. Salinger «nd you seen to regard this as en important point. 1 willing- 
ly, therefore, agree to an eswendmeut of Hie format of restitution to the Som- 
ai salon' a own evidence Xo^lS&H ** , ecawBHgars” and scavenging, for 1 resell that to 
Mr. Roberts end Mr, 3elingar, inaido the covers, this is t» subject of «ome in- 
terest* I will, go so far as to try and recall this should Mr* Roberts oft,' if he 
sen sepre the time to moderate, Mr. Salinger overlooks it* 

There is an additional departure from this format that I am willing to 
make, should Mr. Botorts so desire. In Ms introduction he save Ms purpose in 
writing the hook Is to "give pause to those who are about to 'buy* (the quota- 
tion marks err Mshanfcunded, far-out theories of the assassination.” In his personal 
appearances he broadens this and makes it more comprehensible to ordinary people 
by Baying whst he really mosns ; ha went a to keep people from buying bccka that 
ere critical of the Report end ha thinks those who write such books should be 
investigated, a kind of McCarthylm for Writers* This is net inconsistent with 
M r, Salingers mimmt about people who writ* Wwith a desire for notoriety or. 
money" and who are "guilty of outright fabrication of testimony or halucinatory 
theories which ©nig demented minds sen spawn". (I hardly recognize myself. ) Then 
there ore these words in y cur Time a sd, ayniiirft not rsally inconsistent,",, .should 
bo obligatory readings and meditation for book publishers, newspapermen, broad- 
casters, historians, fedogxephera and hook reviewers". I do not quote Hi® rest of 
this for it might enter re sa you to recline that on the Deals of this hook you have 
addressed these words th t&ej "opportunism, cynicism, miepmpresentations, half- 
truths, perverted ^notations and guess work.” X suggest, however, that if end 
when we debits* Mr. Roberts mudit wont to have the Coctsi salon's 28 valuing a present 
so he can invoke them to establish these uncomplimentary opinions. 1 propose to 
ask him to. 

S^rteinly we do need the truth about the assassination. 1 think we also 
need a dialogue on it. ^rera his o«n representelon of hi a own scholarship aid my 
perheps tnfodnst opinion ef my own, it aeema to me wa ere well mat to rreseat 
opposite eidea. Again la looking at the coyer, which reminds me that Mr. Roberts 
is a "Noted White H 0 use Correspondent", I reca U one of his equally noted collea- 
gues, Kerrimen Smith, rise taken exception me, persenelly ond to oritieiss of 
the Report , Perhaps between the two of them Mr. Roberta end Mr. Smith hat® bean 
the moat vc cal on their side. I find a remarkable similarity in their expression 
and their thinking, so much so tbet I wader if It could possibly he be ostia?.- both 
ere "tfMte E 0 ase correspondent a' . In any event, should Mr. Roberta care to avail 
himself of the colleborstion of Mr. Smith and the greet prestige of his Pulitzer 
Prine, I would be happy because Mr. Smith until this aomniit has restricted him- 
self to monologues. Mr. fiilth si,js a* wants the truth about the ssaenaination, 
aa I also do. If possible, 1*11 help him. Or, perhaps, he might help me. Sitter 
wry, I do think It could be inters sting end helpful. 

Sincerely yours. 



Harold feiaberg 
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. . v ** ••' fiut-tiwii tr»f li» you* k«« Yurie ?im» ad lot iltowlea Sfeberte* 

, ^ * '' n ® 0l 1 • Xe.g-niSs; aav» Shnxljts Roberta. It? r Vs“ Karo id 'ply berg, ifelff la 

Scb ^*; ia ***** *«» I *«*?!? «g*rt he is not 

- ., ..*,rax, t jgg ss* utterly u»Hhl* to gut bia there. p estop* you oan 

«fwj your lnflueaee toward this cud. 

for Mr fenMiaw purpoBes 1 pr^auaw you will bo content If 1 do not 
list b-k,o e, mw «viaga his witling shs*s tls -to bo goaulnaly spinet, tot I 
^1X1 fe$ h: i*py to oblige* 

betting U«**i hi«i Kioguote ms »a o uuraior o£ oauusiaus, X he vs 
wrgastad *mth and understoading sight to ssrrsd by e debate to twos n bin sad 
»o, f o?*t tos«iitly,_h«vicg hfttwd wtidas fro* tt»i» 4seipl* of truth #m sorter 
or .uaoasitsttoa, 4 odd* thl? s%tsstlcu to "i«rr« sa liagor, «ko &rcta the 
fo reword, aagpeetiag ttotiir. to linger or &r« Bo torts use the iafluen.se th®» 
tors ato T do »t » to jalgfet tobsto before their pe»r % 5a the KatloMl 
? ',' * * ■ T ^ p,i ' "’*' ■ vl5 tgor os Hsian! tar, ilusld *jc . Ssliiigs'^ find hi j. z - u 

eonsicershjfi preoccupation selling hie booh {not that he .la a "eceveHgsr*, 
please uadarnt r RSj «mtos this i'.r;;r>f.raible , there «ro c there 9 h“ perhaps fit! ?fo t 
(substitute, either In the H&tloPel Press ■'lab la .‘athlagtoa or p'-.s-'ioiy before 
«*»* BBltabls forum you night arrange i» 8** for 5c, 

A * ^ is br *' 3t * tt^ice ttot >*r» Wotorts gaatof ' sn by *6/1% xhat i-arx 

Te«e any 9, or shat Ed*ard Spateia soys, 1 do not* resell o single fbetuel 

mirror in »*/ nrt Ut»a tin t to proved, i'»m ra*»«ieg hits book, i pet the rather 
ol.enr isapreossinn ttot to h -m not under st^-' d Tti r-s rv, slvtoaph x Intead ao 

a aki n d a o aa, tosa’t read it, Although 1 would to hoppy ta debate hits ou the 
sublet of <t r tooV, to bs fe«a4i.aepjj#d should ho he eilUng. I thorefhre 

mte^eet tfest, t? he agrees tn debete so, tsv r -striet our salve? te M, bo&iu 
. •" 18 J*® ?F ' lr t0 a, « , Eberts, for if to reeserched end wrote Ms took, 

he caould fps.4 fy ss the usrld a grsstest export on it, Aad to to further fsir, 
i ur{je ttot ™> WH-stric* pa 'selves eselusivoly io whet is in the rt-ccrfi q£ *le 

frssi;5eat’» ^ixu&iasiou. f 

A ® W p publisher, ev> is -orenditig tout for m is v».«t owns ft <eraey *a& 

energy os ed'tortiBiag ond pmuistlag his booh, A tops 1 appeal* to you in e aensi- 
%va sed rrapssoiv* Sozmxe hr, Huberts ttu-kes /retoaae of eeholarahip, m» 

propceol, 1 hop© will snpeel ts his sn-.1 rr<«ew«? tho *r or: fust nr orTioiai? fr>ir 
clur’oi-g os, -she booh, lip, fetor ts begins with the assiarllou that eyeKltaesses era 
to,, etocdrh, i), sad he eltf-s himself -jo pronf. 1 tmita egree, tptulflMlly end 
generolnjr, Bed to reau or understood *ey nltth cJr-ptrr, be (sight understand tMs 
is asuctlf what 1 ssy eaci baUero* IJut the eonter of your cover entices the 
booh--buyor wi th the rcec’raeadBt *.oa of iir, ^obsrvo bccuSiie he i« «j 4 a isyevitnass 
heporter*. I think it. would be beneficial to *r. %torto Vlie to bvre ths nr-por- 
tdjiity to ©stftbliah *a«t* til a is, indeed, e sorte of his o;n deep sender ship, 
especielly to fora Me peers. 



AS •* upon ■- ke acvor, towavar, then 2 remove :uv eve tony *■*« 

»f ssr; ir* \ s# 2 M * wu * tio * n ’ u £si1 * u«*.«d # 

asy, copi al laltars, end after pondering that itfr. Hebert* i a «a .,— *, 

es “? «**• ^ * «ti2 «* «a 

»« \* l r * -4*lUbO-- ead you to 5M» as? as teportwit £ .jiut. 2 ailllnit- 

ly r .toreifei©, agree to B %, of the format of reatiSotion to the Ooa- 
ni anion a ow evtdew»n to^il2^& ’'sesveagerf' eml <jc;»v*>?i$iEg, for i recall ‘Let to 

!?f*2S * ?t n J° “ far 83 to tr - end tf9oaU ibl8 s*«rt<3Kr. Hoborta epj It fee 
{^rsre the time tr. a-)d»ret9, fir. SeUager ovorlo-ks it, >v 



_ 7*®:* , u a ? ■*«««■* Arturs rrflrt this format ton e® *imm to 

r,r5re, *«“-<• »*• **** "♦* *" *Ml»s. Ia his introduction h* «ey* hi 3 Tjorpoae la 
writing the booh is to "glTe ptuss* to those who aim about to" »buy* f the cu&+»- 
tioa aarita are hla) unfounded, far-out theories of the aaaa sinetiea." ia hia'anmal 
aneearanae* he broadens this end Make* « ecro aomrretonaibla to ordin-ry pIoSJ ' 1 

by saying whet he reaily me-ns ? he s*nt» to ter* a peoolo trm fer* n * bo-^Sr/thst 
ere oritiodl or the «apcrt ead to thinks those who write such toofce'aboald ha 
lnreetiKoted, « Mod of HcCarfehyirm for Writers, 3?Hts ia not ico<mai«tent Htb 
„/* Selingors eosr*ent about peonl® who twite «with a desire for neiorlet? «r 
money" a&d who or* "guilty of outright fabriootioa of taatteeay or toUtctaatory 
theories Whioh oai» flu rented 3iad* tor. spawn*. {I tordly recognise myself,} 
there ere these wort* in your Time *d, *s*in^ not r-Uy law eeiatant'**, .Should 
to obligatory remains s,ad ^hitatioa for took publisher*, newspaperman broed- 
« store, biutorieaa, fetogrephsr* and too* reriewe re". I do not quote flu. re a t 0 f 
tbi« for is might embarrass you to realize the* os. the tools oft hie bo^te you b eTS 
udrtreaoed those words it mo; "oprortunism, cynicism, sdepopresentstlons, halt* 
truths, perverted ruotstions mad {fuses warte." I su&rast, hows-ror, ttot if ead 
when de&nte hr. Heberts »l<$t sent to tore the &st»'d*»ft«tt'e 86 riluseo ->n-imt 
«o he o»a inw't# the® to ^eteblieh these uasoapliaeatery diiiaioaa. X propose to 
lilts tO* 



Crrtairly we do a»< ! d the tr-tfa stout tto s^eossia^tioa. I think m ulso 
psed n dialogue on it. •'’ram his rsn represeataiiaj or his own eefolersfcftt) txS a* 
pti’toTJS licnotoet opinion of ay own, Jt s*«m to me we «rt well met to pres^tii . 
op oelte sides. A^aia in looking at the ooTsr, whin a rewinds me that i&r. Soto rto 
Is s *Kot«a »bite Sottse Correspondent", I retold one of bis ewr.lly anted 
gtieej atrilMis lituith, nl«o tehee exception gte me, ooraonKlly to oritioi&s of 
*he Sepert* ierhaps b«tv*vn the two of tnoa tsr. ilotorts «ad sir. isaith here bsea 
the meet vo«»l on their side. I find « raswrltablo sirsilsrity in their expression 
sad their thiuL-inp:, so much so thet X wonder |f it otmid pcasibly be hejsuao both 
era "White ii ff uae correspondents" • la say evetm, should ;»r. .Aborts aar® to arfcil 
himself of the coUnto ration of !s*r. Smith rnd th * prestige of hi* ftilitser 

rrise, 1 would be happy toosuas iir. Smith until this. moiSuat has restricted him- 
self to i-waoleguas. Mr. .Smith awys he wants the truth about the as^aainution, 
as X also dp. It possible, 1*11 help him. Sr, y» Hiepa, ho might help a®. Either 
»£y, * do tfcl:jk it eaold he in tar eating sad helpful. 



Si crawly ypura. 



ilnrold -eisborg 



